THE 


Coming  Struggle 

EN    THE 

United  States  and  Canada 

AND    ITS   ORIGIN. 


By  PATER  PATRONUCUS. 

^  W  T  is  now  many  years  since  the  ^Tcatliistoriah  and  statesman,  the 
^^  I  late  Lord  IMacauhiy,  predicted  serions  tiincs  in  the  United 
States  when  its  cities  became  popoulons  and  the  poor  cried  for 
bread.  Such  conditions  in  any  country  in  tiiis  year  of  civilization  are 
certainly  serious.  There  is  that  in  our  advanced  civilization  in 
America, 'however,  that  sup.nests  to  tlie  haixhvorking-  intelligent  man, 
as  well  as  to  the  moi'o  highly  educated,  a  social  and  economic  con- 
dition that  cannot  boar  the  seaivh-liglit  of  truth  and  equity  or 
harmonise  with  the  teachinj^s  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Nazarenc. 

The  comiui;-  struiigle  that  is  now  slowly  and  gradually  stealing- 
upon    us,  and  .ipparontly  almost  unnoticed   and   certainly  unheeded 
may  be  best  dotined  as  a  mental  contlict  al  pi-esent  betMeen  labour, 
intelligence  and  intellect  on  tlie  one  hand  ai'.i  capital  and  officialism 
on  the  other.  V 

To  th(^  inli'Uigcnt  man  Imi-ne  down  with  the  dittlcult,  and  per- 
haps futile  sti'ugglo  for  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  and  with  even  a 
rudimentary  idea  that  labor,  in  which  iiis  own  is  included,  '-C^the 
foundation  of  all  wealth, — it  will  not,  T  apprehend,  be  difficult'  for 
such  a  man  to  be  moved  to  angi-y  demonstiations,  yes, demonstrations 
that  will  be  an  intimation  to  the  capitalist  and  official  that  something 
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imi.sl,  !)(•  (iniM-  lo  iiiiiii;.ii<'  the  coiiditioii  of  not  only  the  indiisti-i.il 
<'l.'iss('s  l)iit  .ill  otliciN  (|('|)(Mul:ii<;'  upon  ilicni  for  l)iv;i(l  :  including' 
I  r.idcrs,  ((tnnnoi'ci.il  .111(1  i»i'otc'Ssion;il  men  ol'  all  kinds:  in  short  as  1 
li.ivc  h.'-lori' stated,  ill*' si  fiii:,i;I('  will  l)o.  ami  is  hcrwoon  labor,  intclli- 
i;('nL'o  .'iiid  intellect  on  the  one  side  and  the  millionaires  and  ottieials 
who  ai'e  in  symp.itlix  with  them  on  th(^  othei'.  AVill  mind  oi' matter 
survive  li'n'  eonllict  :  will  int(dlecl,  impeii;il,  r(\<i;il  (Jod-like  inte.lcct 
Ol-  hi'ulal  we.ilth,  too  often  dishonestly  ae(|uired,  be  the  victor. 
Will  laborious,  intellectual  democracy,  streiii^thcned  i'cfincd  and 
))urilii'.d  by  its  c-losc  alliance^.  sympatlii(\s  and  affiiniiies  with  the  i^reat 
minds  of  the  p.ist,  as  well. -is  the  present,  assert  itself , or  will  the  coarse 
;ind  bi'idal  natures  \)ux  l).ick  the  (dock  of  timconec^  more  and  leave  the 
Avorld  moi'e  biaital.  more  animal  and  more  criminal  than  ever.  It  is 
of  America  1  am  speaking',  for  it  was  to  Amcrieu  that  many  of  our 
ancestors  were  driven  l)y  a  civilization  in  some  respects  (piite  as  bad 
;is  the  one  l)ein^'  i;radually  foi'ced  upon  us  by  oui'  present  social  and 
cconotnic  laws.  It  is  in  America  that  the  last  battle  foi"  intellect  as 
opposed  to  selfish, ^'reed  and  crimewill  take  place, — God  defend  the  right. 
Had  our  ancestors  who  Hed  from  the  barbarously  refined  civilizations  of 
the  old  world,  ])referrinj4'  even  the  associations  of  the  savaj^e  in  the 
new,  1  say,  had  they  considered  that  a  century  or  two  woidd  bring- 
about  a  somewhat  similar  social  and  economic  condition  to  their 
descendants,  surely  the  hardshii)s  and  vicissitudes  of  the  new  life  iri 
the  new  world  would  not  have  been  so  easily,  so  pat'ently  and  so 
l)hilosophic-ally  i)orne. 

Little  did  the  educated  aiul  refined  men  and  women  who  crossed 
the  angry  Atlantic  for  Ameri<'a.  two  hundred  yeai's  and  more  ago,  to 
escape  from  the  tyranny  of  a  Charles  I.  or  James  th(;  II,  realize  that  be- 
foi-e  the  third  century  had  commenced  in  America,  in  free  America, 
the  land  of  the  I'wv  and  the  home  of  the  descendants  of  the  brave,  a 
tyrant  would  arise  quite  as  exacting,  (|uite  as  bi'utal  and  even  more 
dangerous  Ih.an  the  most  infamous  of  the  Stuart  kings,- — "The  Tyrant 
(^a])ital." 

If  we  read  history  aright,  and  in  the  light  of  tiie  past  civilizations 
for  several  centuries  in  Iji'itain  and  America,  there  has  been  no  period 
>vhen  the  mind  was  less  disturbed  by  the  iiKMiuitable  and  unjust  condi- 
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tioiis  im])()S(>(l  hy  ryraiiiiy  .-iikI  \\o;iltli  tli.iii  the  period  in  AiiuMic;! 
procodiiii;'  a  liiindi'cd  vcai's — the  Aiiioricaii  licNoliiiinn  of  177(5,  In 
1()7()  and  for  about  lit'ty  years  hefoiv  and  lifry  ye;iis  .iitei'  ilie  old 
colonial  days  in  Massaeluisetts,  ( 'oiineeiieii!  ;iiid  oilier  colonies  in 
Amci'ica  woi'o  doeid(MlIy  ntoi)ian  coniiiared  wiih  tli<'  lasi  tliii't\-H\(' 
years.  The  j'ovolntion  of  ]77(>  seemed  to  sirenutiien  the  ties  ol' 
human  brothci'hood,  and  the  wiir  ol'  1S12  both  in  tli(>  rnite(|  Statesand 
Cana(hi  had  a  similar  elfocf.  for  fear  is  the  foinidation  of  soei(>ty.  and 
I  may  add  that  the  purity  ami  solidarity  of  society  depend  upon  the 
strcn^tii  and  quality  of  the  si)iril  of  liuman  Iti'othoi-hood  amoii,u'  ils 
members.  The  last  American  revolution  or  civil  war  Ixdn;^'  brought 
about  by  causes  quite  dissimilar  from  the  lirst.  when  it  (dosed  ir 
would  appear  that  all  of  the  worst  feelincs  en.aendercd  during  the  con- 
flict were  perpetuated  and  cariied  into  social,  business  and  po]ilic;il 
life.  The  spirit  of  liuman  brotherhood  that  once  solved  the  Just  and 
equitable  distribution  of  the  fruits  of  labor  in  America  has  been 
gradually  dying  out,  and  greed,  seltishness,  cunuingand  all  of  the  very 
w^orst  characteristics  of  the  race,  domiiuite.  Mvn  ai'c  still  slowl\ 
murdering  tlieir  brothers  without  even  tiie  ])»-otcxt  of  war. 

• 

With  the    Introduction    of    railways,   telegraphs,  electrical    and 

scientific  appliances  of  every  kind,  the  xYmerican  age  in    an    ethical 

sense,  has  been  retrograding, — and  as  the  poet  (ioldsmitli  wrote  more 

than  a  century  and  a  Iialt  ago, — as  wealth  increases  men  decay. 

When  we  consider  the  condition  of  the  human  race  at  different 
epochs  of  the  worlds, — history,  and  when  the  naturally  improving  and 
evolutionary  conditions  at  successive  periods  be  taken  into  accoimt  we 
should  have  cause  foi'  hope,  still  the  bravc^st  become  ]iessimists  in 
speculating  as  to  the  future  of  America  :  even,  wit!^  the  advantages  of 
a  knowledge  of  the  ])ast  to  guide  us,  we  are  l)y  no  means  reassured. — 
for  the  chief  causes  leading  to  our  present  condition  were  unknown 
until  within  the  last  thirty  years.  Politicians,  statesmen,  historians, 
philosophers,  wits,  poets,  warriors,  authoi's  and  orhers,  each  in  their 
turn  and  in  their  own  way,  have  spoken,  written,  or  siuig  of  social  and 
economic  wj'ongs  as  ages  liave  passed  by,  and  two  daring  novelists 
Bellamy  and  Donnelley  have  by  a  century's  stretch  taken  us  into  the 
future  for  a  sol u tier. 


4  THI-:    COMING    STKU(iGLE. 

Ai'tov  tlicso  i;cj]oi'al  obsci'vations  my  aim  now  will  be  to  troat  of 
Mill-  pi-csf'iir  coiiditioii  ill  Amci'ica,  diiofly  in  Canada,  in  ( )ntai'io,  hut 
more  |i;iiti(iilarly  as  to  how  tlioso  conditions  have  boon  broni^ht  aliout. 
As  facts  and  fi.uurcs  arc  not  as  a  i"ulc  specially  invitini;'  I  shall  endeavor 
to  approach  them  .gradually,— foi*  it  is,  of  what  mii^ht  1)0  termed  the 
arithmetic  of  life,  and  tiie  u'reat  corduroy  roads  upon  Aviiich  the  masses 
have  jiiways  been  travelliiii;',  and  ui)on  which  they  are  now  travelling-, 
■  iiid  of  the  masses  and  their  condition  to  which  I  desire  more  espcci- 
;iliy  to  direct  your  attention  and  the  attention  of  the  rulers  of  the 
(•()uutry.  One  thing- is  certain,  that  all  now  agree,  that  it  is  "man's  in- 
huiuanity  to  man  makes  countless  millions  mourn" — we  think  it  might 
be  very  ]»ertinently  added  just  here,  that  it  is  the  countless  millions  of 
dollars  of  tiie  few  acquired  by  man's  inhumanity  and  dishonesty  to 
mail  that  makes  countless  millions  hungry  starving'  and  mourning. 
\o  man  or  woman  who  was  born,  has  been  cradled  and  always  lived 
ill  liixui-y,  can  for  a  moment  'oalize  the  effects  produced  upon  the 
iiiiiid  as  Avell  as  the  body  by  hardships  and  poverty  ;  in  fact  the  man, 
(»r  woman,  who  has  been  uniformly  successful  in  pursuit  of  either 
\!.e:ilth  or  happiness,  or  both,  can  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term  be 
considered  only  half  educated ;  it  is  the  journeys  on  the  great 
corduroys  of  life  that  are  the  greatest  although  the  most  severe 
educatoi's.  The  ])hilanthropist  may  look  upon,  pity  and  assist  the  poor 
l)iit  there  are  ofte'i  circumstances  surrounding-  and  incident  to  poverty 
that  none  but  tlie  i)oor  can  undei-stand,  or  perhai)S  T  might  more 
propei-ly  say — feel. 

The  intelligent,  honest  man  well  informed  upon  economic  pi'oblems, 
and  knowing  and  feelir  iiat  his  condition  has  in  quite  a  considerable 
(legr(M^  been  made  worse,  possibly  very  niuch  woi'se  by  the  dishonesty 
uf  politicians  and  the  I'uling-  classes,  and  feeling  and  knowing  at  the 
same  time  that  if  they  had  been  as  upright  and  lioncst  as  himself  they 
would  be  in  no  bottei' position,  financially  or  otherwise.  I  say  no  man 
not  similarly  situated  and  with  similar  feelings  can  understand  the 
t(»elings  of  millions  in  tlie  United  States  and  Canada  in  this  year  of 
gi-.ice.  What  will  the  outcome  be  V  As  long  as  povei'ty  was  conh'ned 
almost  altogether  to  the  improvident,  intemperate  and  ignorant,  and 
rarely  found  in  the  homes  of  the  industrious,  economical  and  educated, 
no  on;'  had  anything  to  feai'  for  no  s])ecial  wrong  had  been  done  ;  but, 
now,  wluMi  the  sol)erand  industrious  laborer  and  artisan  without  woi'k 
and  without  any  faultof  their  own  being  prevented  from  carrying- out  the 
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Divine  coinniaiHl.  The  biisiiio.ss  miuI  profossion.-il  iiuiii,  in  laei  when 
nearly  everyone,  (>xcepr  the  millionaires  .-ukI  ollieials.  more  or  less,  feel 
the  pinch  "ofpoverty,  all  wi'h  one  accord  hei^in  lo  in;|nii'e  into  the  canses. 
Tiiere  ai'e  few  so  unintc|li,i;ent  as  nor  t(»  know  that  thei'  i  jnstas  much 
capital  in  the  counti'y  now  as  nt  any  t'onnei"  ju'i'loil.  Is  it  not,  there- 
fore, oui"  (Inty  to  (MKinire  where  that  capital  is,  and  how,  and  why,  it 
has  been  taken  from  pi'oi)er  'euitimate,  indnstiial  and  commercial 
piirsnits :  in  other  words,  why  ii  has  been  taken  from  the  ))eoi)le  and 
i>'iven  to  the  few  without  any  e(|uivalent  in  return  to  the  people. 
Certainly  we  oui'selves  must  have  hecMi  flerelict  in  our  duties  in  not 
makini;'  a  stronuer  |)rotest  before  ;  foi-  it  is  well  known  that  for  man\ 
years  the  whole  ti-end  of  leiiislation  both  ii>  the  Tnited  states  and 
Canada  has  been  in  the  interest  of  the  wealthy  and  olticial  classes. 
R(-l)resentatives  or  deputations  waitiiiii'  upon  the  ii-overnments  cithei'at 
Washinuton,  Toronto  or  Ottawa,  in  the  intei-ests  of  railways,  loaning, 
banking'  or  otliei"  corporate  wealthy  institutions  and  inillionaiios  have 
always  found  a  williui;'  eai",  yes,  sometimes  (piite  suspiciously  willing', 
tiioug'h  in  the  niajoiity  of  cases  th(»  subv(Mitions  asked  for  by  these 
institutions  ai'(Mlianieti'ically  opjjosed  to  the  inter(^sts  of  tlu^  masses. 
Subsidies  given  to  these  institutions  and  millionaiies  must  come  Irom 
the  people  in  the  long  I'un.  I  have  iievei' y(^r  known,  either  at  Toronto 
or  Ottawa,  a  subsidy  granted  to  a  railway  company  unl(>ss  in  the 
directorate  of  the  comi)any,  there  were  peisonal  and  political  fri(Mids 
of  the  g'ovei'nment  granting  the  sul)si(ly  ;  thus  it  is  tliat  millions  of 
dollars  have  boon  gi'anted  to  railway  companies  u\)o\\  personal  and 
political,  not  upon  broad  public  grounds  and  in  the  interest  of  thc^ 
people  as  a  whole. 

Whilst  public  men,  the  public  purse,  the  nutsses,  some  nnllionaires 
and  corporations,  stand  in  this  I'elation  to  each  other  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States,  be  it  said  to  the  ci-edit  of  British  statesmen  that  they 
have  very  notal)ly  and  wisely  been  legislating,  for  the  last  fifty  yeai's 
and  moi'c,  for  the  pool'  and  those  in  modei'ate  cii'i-umstances.  In 
Britain  the  load  is  being'  gi'adually  shifted  from  the  shotdders  of  the 
weak  to  the  shouldeis  of  the  sti'ong,  whilst  in  the  I'nited  States  and 
Canada  the  very  reverse  has  l)een  taking-  i)lace.  The  I'ritish  states- 
man accepts  without  question  the  theoi-y  that  capitalists  ai'e(|int<^  al)le 
to  tak(»  care  of  themselves  without  the  intervention  oi'  assistance  ol' 
govei-nments  oi*  coi-porations  or  any  special  legislation  ;  hence  it  is 
that  the  well  informr^d  Bi'iton  and  liritish  statesuKMi  look  upon  the 
majority  of  Canadian  politicians  with  little  less  than  disgust  and 
aversion.  In  the  days  of  Robin  Hood  the  English  highwaymen  i'obl)ed 
the  ri(di  and  gave  a  portion  to  the  poor,  but  every  reading  intelligent 
man  on   either  side  of  the   Atlantic  knows    that  our  poor  perfidious 
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|»l;icf'  limiting  iioliticiaiis,  in  ('.iiiad.i  .-iikI  iIk' I'liitcd  Slates  only  tliink- 
\i\'j:  oI  tlicnisclvf's  and  pai'tnci's  in  |»oliti<-al  pci'lidy,  liavo  boon 
systojiiaticaiiy  piiindorin^'  ilic  masses  and  uivinu'  tli<'  plnndci'  to  tlio 
licli  until  now  the  masses  ai'c  no  It»ii.i:cf  worth  pliiiMlciinii;';  in  Tact  the 
coiidilion  of  tho  masses,  in  many  Ia!',t:e  cities  of  AiiKM'ica,  is  (piitc 
aiialap)us  to  the  ci^idiiion  of  tlie  pool"  in  lirirain  fifty  and  a  Imndfcd 
years  aud.  and  out  A'  whieli  Hiitish  statesmen  have  h(>oii  jnfadiiaily 
leadinii  them  tlifouuh  a  lonu'  and  dfeafv  wilderness  into ^I'een  pastiifos. 
Knowiiiu-  of  the  distfess  and  povoi'ty  in  many  of  the  (•iti(\s  of  Amciicn 
whei'e  all,  Of  eompafatix'ely  all,  should  lia\'e  plenty  I  cannot  fctVain 
ffoin  sayinu  that  the  nios!  nn|)aialleled  (Jislione>ty  and  pei'tidy  must 
have  iM'i'ineated  political  life  in  Ameii<-a.  In  nearly  every  part  ot 
N'orlh  America  the  coiidilion  of  very  many  of  the  |)eople  in  nearly  all 
walks  (»f  life  is  such  that  all  uood  and  wise  men  de('i)ly  dei)Ior(\  thouiili 
the  millionaires  and  oflicials  cry  on  with  the  dance  \v\  Joy  be  nncon- 
line(l.     The  Nerocs  are  tidijllnu'  while  Ho!;ie  is  biirnin,i;' I 

Not  uishinn'  to  l»e  misunderstoo  1.  or  to  jdace  myself  in  a  i)ositiori 
to  be  accused  of  extreme  socialistic:  views,  this  may  be  the  pro])(M" 
place  for  me  to  state  that  m\'  li.uht  is  with  tlK»se  who  dislioiK^stly  and 
improperly  acipiire  wealth,  either  liy  individual  acts  of  dishonesty, 
or  who.  by  winks,  connivin.us,  or  uiiderstandiiiiis  with  politicians  or 
officials,  rol)  the  iiul)lic  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

I  have  no  (piarr(d  with  the  man  who  l)y  his  own  unaided 
exertions,  or  l)y  ,uift,  inheritance,  or  in  any  licjiiest  maimer  aequires  a 
fortune.  I  Itave  no  (piarrel  with  the  man  wlio  like  a  true  Biiton  only 
asks,  for  a  fair  field  and  no  favor,  tor  no  si;l)ventions,  that  tend  to  dis- 
place (Hionoinic  forces  unjustly.  I  may  l>e  ])ermitted,  however,  to 
observe  in  ])assin,u'  that  if  in  the  ui'cat  economy  of  nature,  and  nature's 
<Jod,  every  man  did  his  duty  to  his  fellow-man,  as  one  of  the  parts  of 
the  jj:reat  organism  of  life,  there  Avould  be  no  millionaires  in  any  country 
and  consecpiently  no  paupers,  and  other  thiiijus  being-  ecjual  that 
country  that  has  the  fewest  millionaires,  in  )>ropoi'tion  to  population,  is 
certainly  the  best  governed. 

If  the  circumstanees  eonnected  with  the  accjuisition  of  millions  by 
any  one  individual,  either  in  the  United  States  or  Canada,  be  closely 
eiKpiired  into,  we  oftene!'  find  than  (jtherwise,  that  it  has  been  done 
through  connivings  ami  understandings  with  governments  or  corpora- 
tions and  officials  connected  with  govei-nments  and  corpoi'ations. 

The  largest,  most  atrocious,  and  most  diabolical  plundering  of  the 
people  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  has  been  done  in   the  gi-antinj]^ 
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of  cnsli  ,111(1  l.'iiid  '^iihsidios  to  r;!il\v;iy  cofiioijitioiis,  .•mil  upon  close  iii- 
vcstipirioii  it  is  CouihI  tluit,  in  iio;uiy  ovoiy  iiisijiiicc.  <(>\nv  of  t^^o  niosl 
proiiiiiKMit  ,u(t\'oriiiii(Mit  offici.'ils  < oiiiioctc^d  with  tlicsc  lr;ins;ic(ioiis  Ii.-inc 
1)0011  lai'iioly  i'ocoiii>e(l  foi'  tlioir  ;issist;iiioo  and  inaiiiitMlatioiis. 

In  pfoporiion  to  llio  population,  wcallli  and  dcxciopcd  !(\^oMr'('os 
of  ('anada,  history,  oitlior  anoiciit  or  niodoi'ii,  alVords  no  pri'codont  in 
any  country  in  Iho  world  tocoinparo  with  the  ina,:L:iiiiii(le  ol'tlio  trans- 
action when  the  in'overninenl  of  Canada,  with  the  assistance  of  a.  venal 
majority  in  ])arliaiiient  and  without  a  mandate  from  the  peoph^-  voie<l 
to  a  syiidieato  comi)ose(l  of  some  six  or  seven  of  their  jtersonal  and 
political  friends  an  area  of  as  fertile  land  as  tlier(>  \y  in  America  and 
larii'cr  t)y  thirt\'  jier  cent  than  the  whole  aral)le  lands  of  the  Province 
of  Ontario,  with  sixty-three  millions  of  dollars,  several  hnitdnd  miles 
of  completed  railway,  and  many  speci.-d  snhveiitions,  amounliiiii' 
alto,i;-cther  to  not  less  than  one  himdred  and  (ift\'  milllioiis  of  dollars, 
finite  correctly  speakini;'  the  iiovermiKMit  of  Sii' John  Macdonald  (axed 
the  jjoople  of  Canada  to  huild  the  Canadian  Pacific  Hallway  and  made 
a  ])r(!soiit  of  it  to  some;  six  or  s'^'ven  of  their  i)ersonal  and  jiolitical 
friends.  In  return  for  the  twenty-ftve  millions  ol"tlio]ieople's  horita^e, 
and  many  millions  of  the  people's  inonoy,  thus  uiveii  away  to  i;ovcni- 
mcnt  favorit(\s,  what  have  we  in  return — i)rosi»eiity — no,  but  tin;  vory 
opposite,  poverty  and  distress  and  the  natural  siMpience,  suicide,  fi'imo 
and  mui'dei-  multiplying'.  j\Iany  farmers  and  business-men  all  over 
the  Dominion  becomini;' alarmed  at  the  boldness  and  audacity  of  flH' 
i^ov^ernments,  i;ivin,ii'  away  the  people's  possessions  with  apparent 
impunity,  have  left  the  country,  and  soiii'eat  has  been  the  haste. to  fly 
from  such  conditions  that  thousands  of  farms  have  been  placed'upon 
the  market,  and  th(^  8upi)ly  has  been  so  much  greater  than  tliedeniand, 
that  farm  lands  have  sliruid<  in  value  to  the  amount  of  nol;  less  than 
four  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  In  Ontario  the  shrinkaf;e  has' been 
two  hundred  and  fifty  millions. 

As  the  Pi'ovince  of  Ontario  is  essentially  an  aiii'icultui'al  province, 
and  as  its  prosperity  and  the  prosperity  of  the  villaiics,  towns  and  cities 
depends  upon  the  ])rospcrity  of  the  farmers,  let  me  ask  what  call  be  the 
condition  of  many  of  the  denizens  of  the  villaiios,  towns  and  cities.  Is  it 
not  well  known  that  in  the  once  prosperous  city  of  Toronto  thej'o  are 
ver\  many  hundreds  of  laborers  ai'tisaiis,  mei'ihants  and  jjiofessional 
men  living  in  a  manner  that  a  few  years  ajio  would  have  beeti 
charactei'ized  as  povei'ty  stricken.  How  many  thousands  in  -(^anada, 
in  nearly  all  walks  of  life,  able  and  willinii'  to  Avork,  who  can  find 
nothiiii;'  to  do — and  why  V  Because  a  lariie  pro))0'  iion  of  the  capital  of 
the  country,  by  the  most  dishonest  and  venal   leiiislation   and  methods 
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tlijit  li'ivc  cNci"  (iis;;r;ir('(l  tlio  records  or  sfatiitos  of  any  coiiiilrv  in  the 
uorld,  cx('<'|)t  llic  IJiiilcfl  .States,  lias  IxMMi  k'i;islat('(l  into  the  hands  of 
jiot  many  nioi'c  than  a  thousand,  thus  i)ractically  withdrawn  tVoiii 
circid  ilion  (roni  the  d"\  (dn])i'ni('ni  of  the  connlr.w  licnc-o  Iroiii  the 
Inhoiircr  and  artisan,  and  all  oiiici's  dcpciKh'n;;' upon  thcni,  and  who  aro 
jiol  ex  'Cpt  tlic  Tract ional  number  for  whose  l)(Mi(.'fit,  it  would  ai)itf'ar, 
all  the  olhers  a'c  now  mad(!  to  sulfer — and  this  is  Canadian  statesman- 
ship!!! 

II  is  no!  the  money  ,iii\-en  a\\a\'  to  rail\\a\'  mai;'nates  and  officials 
that  is  cnlirely  responsible  for  t.his  condition  for  have  wc  not  for 
cJiihici'M  years  ha<l  a  so-called  i)rolective  jjolicy  l)y  the  operations  of 
which  a  low  hundi'ed  millions  nioi'c  have  beon  loiL;islal(>(l  from  the 
people  jMid  .iii\'.en  to  the  few  who  Irom  year  to  year,  in  many  cases, 
■AVI'  w  illiilrawin,!;  it  from  circulation  and,  therefore,  from  the  develo[)e- 
ini'ut  of  the  country  and  the  lal)oi'er  and  artisan.  I  may  be  allowed 
to  state.  Ihif  ca])ital  eni;asi'od  in  m  innfacturin^'  under  a  hi.nh  protective 
iai'ilf  does  inlinilely  more  injury,  to  the  people  in  the  aii<;i'eg'ate,  than  it 
ran  possibly  (loi;ood  for  it  b(>comes  the  .ui-eat  eoercive  factor  in  the 
iDKMpial,  unjust  and  disjionest  distribution  of  the  wealtJi  of  the  country, 
and  labor  the  foundation  of  all  wealth  is  the  i;'rcatest  sufferer  In  the 
loiii;'  run.  Thou.uh  the  prot(H'tionist  and  capitalist  at  times  aftect,i;feat 
solicitude  for  the  laborer  1  am  inclined  to  the  view  of  the  ,ureat  Russian 
("oiint,  'i'olstoi,  who  says  that  the  capitalist  will  do  evoi'ything'  fof  the 
laborer  but  get  off  his  back.  Any  oi)eration  by  which  toll  is  taken 
from  llioiisands  and  given  by  coercion  to  one  individual  and  that  with- 
out any  equivalent  in  ivtui'ii  by  that  individual  is  unjust  and  dishonest 
and,  therefore,  ()i)posed  to  God's  great  ethical  and  economic  laws. 
Any  iogislatiun  that  tends  to  make  a  few  wealthy  at  th(i  expense  of 
the  masses,  as  a  gr(vit  deal  of  the  legis'ation  in  Canada  has  done,  and 
without  any  e(piival(>nt  to  the  masses  to  pi-eserve  the  ecpiilibrium  of 
<'conomic  forces,  will  in  time  bring  disaster  to  any  countiy  the  people 
of  which  have  tlu^  same  cliaracteristics  as  the  Anglo-Saxon.  The  con- 
dition of  the  masses  in  England  for  tifty  years  before  free  trade  was 
adopted,  and  their  condition  now  fifty  years  after,  is  a  complete 
answoi- to  all  tlu^  specious  leasonings  and  sophistries  of  the  interested 
protectionist.  The  coercive  princii)le  of  iirotection  is.  rnd  the  results 
of  its  application  are,  both  in  an  ethical  and  economic  sens(;  always 
substantially  tlu^  same.  It  has  now  been  on  trial  in  Canada  foi'  eigli- 
teen  years  and,  notwithstajiding  the  iirotestations  of  the  protectionists 
and  millionaires  to  the  contrai'v,  every  well  informed  man  in  the  Do- 
minion knows  that  the  distress  and  poverty  ai'e  something  alaiming, 
and  to  |)iotection  as  nnich  as  to  any  other  agency  cjin  it  be  attributed. 
I  am  c|iiit.e  within  the  mark  in  stating  that  in   less  than   twenty  years, 
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by  our  piorcctivc,  i'.-iiI\v<My  .ind  iiiillioii.-iii'o  mctliods  d.  uovcninicMt, 
tour  hiiiidrcd  millions  of  doll.irs  liaNc  Ix'oii  iciiislalc^d  oiii  oftlKHi.iiidsor 
live  iiiillioiis  of  |)(  ()i)lo  into  ilic  swollen  iiockcts of  noi  m;in\  iiioro  tliaii 
<'i  flioiisiiiid,  iiiid  the  di>li()ii('siy  ;ind  jioitidy  coiiiiocrcd  w  illi  tiic  o])(M','i 
tions  ii.'ivc  so  dosti"oy<'(|  coiilidciicc  ill  ilic  tiitiirc  of  llio  c.xnilr.N-  tii;il 
tlio  v.'ilu(M)f  the  .Mssots,  of  the  ixoplo,  li.-i\<'  ix'cn  lessoned  ;i  uood  deal 
iiioi'o  than  four  hundred  millions.  'I'lie  |)eoiile  of  Canada  lia\(\  there- 
fore, been  plundei'ed.  directly  and  indirectly,  l>y  their  iiolitical  leaders 
to  luoro  than  ei.yht  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Duriiii;'  this  most 
extraordinarily  eventful  period  in  ("anadiaii  history  mor.'than  a  nnllion 
Canadians  have  left  the  country  as  they  could  see  no  hope  under  such 
rulers,  and  at  a  vet  y  low  estimate  this  would  mean  a  drain  of  lour 
hundred  nullions  of  dollars.  Altoi:(Mher  within  the  last  twenty  years 
there  has  heoii  a  teai-in,u'  to  pieces  of  our  economic  interests  and  a  dis- 
|)lacen»ent  of  economic  forces  to  the  extent  of  more  than  twelve 
liuiidred  nullions  of  dollars  :  and  this  is  one  of  the  results  of  Canadian 
statesm.'iuship.  Diirin.i;'  this  bloodless,  or  rather  semi-bloodle.ss, 
re\'olution  it  is  (piite  Ix'yond  the  poweis  of  m;iu  to  depict  in  any 
]aii,uua.^(i  even  a  part  of  the  misery,  want  and  suflerinu'  thus  entailed 
upon  a  once  prosperous  and  lia])py  people  by  their  rulers.  From 
l)eMce,  prospeiity  and  contentment  in  less  than  twenty  years  we  have 
now  all  the  d(Mnoralization,  want  and  mis(My  incident  to  many  of  the 
most  uncivilized  countries  of  tlie  old  world.  Notwithstanding',  this 
almost  unprecedented  condition  of  thccountry,  there  area  (dassof  men 
amoni;'  us  who  have  th.c  brazen  effrontery,  in  the  very  face  of  facts,  to 
tell  us  that  Canada  is  prosperous.  As  a  matter  of  fact  tlierc  are  m> 
five  nnlliou  peo]»le  ui  any  Eniilish  speakin<;'  country  in  the  world 
wherc^  the  condition  of  the  people  is  more  critical  'iiid  alarnnni;'.  The 
masses  in  Canada  are  too  well  educated  and  intelliiucnt  not  to  know 
atid  analyse  the  causes  which  have  led  to  our  i)resent  condition  and 
they  find  as  1  do  that  where  thei'o  should  ho  |)eace  aiid  plenty  we 
have  misery  and  want,  yes,  misery  and  want  l)roui;ht  al)out  almost 
wholly  by  the  ^reed,  venality  and  i)erfidy  of  our  ruler-;,  millionaires 
and  official  classes.  Restore  to  the  ])eople  of  Canada  even  one-half  of 
the  many  millions  of  which  they  have  been  plundeied,  by  the 
politicians,  luillionaires  and  ofticials,  and  in  less  than  one  month  we 
w(»ul(l  have  contentment,  j)eace  and  plenty  on  all  hands  and  woe:, 
lamentation  and  mourning'  would  be  seen  no  moi'c  upon  the  streets. 

There  is  a  (dass  of  what  is  known  as  the  jini^o  ])oliticians  in  Canada 
who  are  continually  poincinji'  the  fiiiiicr  of  scorn  at  the  dislionest 
method.''  of  American  politicians  closiui;'  their  eyes  and  ears  to  the 
fact  tliac  the  most  infamous  methods  of  American  politicians  have  bee:" 
most  closidy  copied  and    followed    l)y   Canadian   imliiicians  the  only 
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.'ippiirciit  (lill('r(Mic('  hciii.u'  rliaf  wlioii  the  Anioricnii  political  or 
niiiiiicip.il  ciiiiiiiial  is  t'oinnl  out  he  is  iiii]))'isoiic(l,  at  least;  in  Canada, 
if  tiir  stcil  has  been  lai',u<'  cnoii,iili,  he  is  nciiorally  rcM'onimcndcd  for 
and  I'cccjvcs  a  kni.ulitliood,  and  soinctiincs  placed  in  some  lii;t;li  otticial 
position  that  he  may  be,  I  ])resunie,  a  sort  of  object  lesson  to  other 
aspirants  lui-  |)oliticaI  t.Mne.  Thus,  it  is  that  foi'  twcMity  years,  tiio 
public  mind  and  public  inoi'als  of  the  electoi'ate  and  ])()liticians  of 
Canada  have  bc(>n  exposed  to  a  test  that  the  political  conscience  could 
not  sustain  ;  we,  too,  fi'0(piently  find  jjoliticians  iiow-a-days  avIio  only  a 
shoii  time  a,t;()  would  have  |ook(Ml  with  horroi'  U])on  certain  venal  an(i 
dishonest  nu^tliods,  now  apparently  only  too  williiii!,'  to  endorse  them 
uiidci-  tho  clianued  conditions  of  i)olitical  ])arti(»s,— ''seen  too  oft 
familiar  witli  its  face  we  first  endui'c,  then  pity,  then  einbi'ace." 
What  will  the  outcome  i)0".-'  Wrily  as  wealth  has  increased  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  in  Canada  men  have  decayed.  It  is  too  well  known 
that  tluM'e  are  men  occupyiiii;'  hii;'h  otticial  and  political  positions  in 
(-anada  now  on  account  of  their  wealth  solely,  and  without  the 
sliiiiitest  i'e,ua rd  to  theii-  fitness  o?'  capabilities,  and  who  forty  oi-  fifty 
years  a,i;o  would  have  been  excluded  from  ])olitical  life  as  non-entities 
imworthy  of  recoi;'nition  by  the  electoi'ate. 

Thei'e  ai-e  men  in  the  senate  of  Canada,  (juite  recent  a])pointments, 
who  foi-ty  years  ai;o  would  not  have  dared  to  aspire  to  a  hiphei'  posi- 
tion than  that  of  town  (;ouncillor  o?'  city  alderman  and,  in  some 
instances  it  is  the  very  plunder  taken  from  the  people  that  appar- 
ently is  their  only  lecommendation.  I  have  never  yet  known  a 
Canadian  milliona.ire  who  had,  oi"  has,  any  of  the  characteristics 
of  a  statesman.  I  have  in  my  nnnd  just  now  a  Canadian  senator 
whose  only  i;enerosity  to  the  poor  throu.nh  life  consisted  in  his  spend- 
ini;'  sevei'al  hundred  dollars  in  c()rruptinj>-  them  from  election  to  elec- 
tion, and  hence  the  senatorship.  Considerinji'  the  character  of  men 
we  have  had  idayiiii;'  at  statesmanship  in  Canada  can  it  be  wondered  at 
that  we  are  in  this  deplorable  condition.  Thii'ty,  forty,  fifty  and  even 
sixty  years  aii'o.  when  the  population  Avas  not  half  ofAvhat  it  is  now% 
we  had  in  I'pper  and  l.owei-  Canada  as  rulers,  the  BaldAvin's, 
ij!ifontaines,  liobinsons,  Hlakes,  (Jalts,  l>rown,  Uorion  and  otlier 
men,  who,  from  their  acknowledii'cd  inte<;iMty,  abilities  and  positions 
w'cw  by  common  consent  the  acknowlediicd  leaders  in  the  country 
and  statesmen  and  patriots  as  Avell.  The  electorate  at  that  time  Avere 
not  nearly  as  mm  li  concci'ned  about  the  size  of  a  politicians  bank. 
f)al;"nces  as  they  wei'o  al)Out  the  size  of  his  head  and  heart.  Oh,  Avhat 
a  fallinu' olfmy  countrymen  since  the  days  of  the  old  leaders  !  Surely 
as  W(Mlth  has  inci'oased  in  the  hands  of  a  few  in  Canada  men  have 
very  much  decayed. 
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Ev(M)  with  llic  oiilariicd  si)li('r('  of  i)()lirical  action  since  rontcdora- 
lion,  what  has  tlio  iast\|uartci' of  a  ccnluiy  l)i'on,ulit  forth:  With  the 
oxccption  of  Hhikc,  rartwi'i.uht.  r.aniiof,  IMcCarthy,  Thompson, 
Mci'odith,  Tarte,  Davies  and  ]\Iills,  w  ho  anionii  tliosc  who  have  boon 
in  any  sonso  oiii-  nUors,  ai'c  woi'thy  of  tho  name  of  statesnion  :  Of 
petty  placoiiipn.  ofHce-soekci's  and  officc'-holdois.  we  have  a  siiixt 
abundanco  :  Of  men  wlio  hav(^  l)eeii  wijlinu' to  violate  and  cast  aside 
the  pi'ofessed  pi'iiiciples  of  their  eai'iier  lives,  and  make  tlieic  princii)ies 
a  simple  (juestion  of  "evenue,  we  have  scoi'es, — tliey  ai'e  always  with 
lis — who  amoiiii' the  i)()liticians  in  Canada  foi-  the  last  twcnt\'  yeai's 
with  an  eye  sin,u'le  to  the  i;ood  of  the  people,  can  we  name?  Surely 
not  the  men  who  have  Itcen  chielly  iiisti'umental  in  landin,u' ns  in  oui" 
present  deplorahh^  condilion  ;  not  th(^  men  \\ho  ha\e  in  order  to  secure 
oi'  retain  office  and  its  emoluments  eonspii'ed  with  now-litle(l  sp(>c,ii- 
lators  ro  iiand  over  tile  possessions  of  the  })eopl(>  to  these  spccniatoi's 
or  more  (-orrei'tly  speakin,u'  wlio  jiave  consi)ii'ed  to  make  millionaires 
of  a  few  and  i)aii[)ers  of  many— certainly  not  these.  Then,  who  have 
we  except  the  ones  I  have  named  alon.i;'  the  whole  line  of  l^diticians 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  at  least,  whodes(M've  the  name  of  Statesman. 
That  certain  leaders  havc^been  in  power  oi'  ofticr  for  many  y(>ai's  is  no 
proof  of  true  statesmanshi])  when  we  consider  that  in  this  Dominion 
and  in  the  premier  province  of  Ontario,  political  power  has  i)een  at- 
tained, and  held  by  the  leaders  bi'in.uiiiii'  into  retpiisition  the  most  de- 
strn(;tivc  and  (lisrei)utable  foi-ces,  and  in  the  centralization  of  jjolitical 
power  in  the  hands  of  capitalists  and  politicians  to  the  vei'y  serious 
iujiu'y  of  the  jx'ople  :  in  fact,  these  ar(>  the  kind  of  jioliticiaiis  who  liave 
been  the  ruin  of,  our  oncu*  inviting"  and  prosperous  country.  Tn 
liritain.  for  the  last  seventy-five  years  no  pai'ty  has  been  in  i)owei'  foi- 
long'cr  than  ei,ght  yeai's  at  a  time  and  oiUy  twice  foi-  even  ei.nlit  years 
during'  the  seventy-five.  The  P)ritish  ehn-torate  seem  to  have 
properly  gauged  the  strain  political  virtue  will  stand.  Not  so  in 
Canada,  or  it  may  be  tha.t  British  statesmen  object  to  the  methods  of 
some  Canadian  politieians,  who  have  the  art  of  remaining  in  power, 
year  after  year,  and  decade  after  decade,  by  living  and  thriving  on 
the  very  corruption  and  dishonesty  they  themselves  oi'iginate  and 
(Migender.  Witlial  I  believe  it  to  be  easier  to  i)ut  a  Canadian  polifican 
out  of  office  thaato  change  his  natui'e. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  Canada's  truly  great  son  many  years  ago, 
J'ealising  the  effect  that  such  a  Carnival  of  Corr»  lion  that  was  then 
obtaining,  would  have  upon  the  ])ublic  mind  and  i)ul)lic  purse,  was  out 
of  the  fiUness  and  I)itterness  of  In's  heart  led  to  exclaim,  "God  help 
poor  Canada."  To-day  every  well-informed  man,  who  is  not  living  upon 
the  spoils  taken  from  the  ])eople  oi-  an  ofHcial   who  is   obliged   to  bend 
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flic  k\\v.(\  lo  tli(>  political  or  iiiillioii.iii'e  Uaals  in  older  ro  r(>taiii  liis  phico, 
inay  \v(ni  exclaim  will)  (he  IFoii.  Kdwai'd  P)lake,  '"(Jod  help  pooi- Canada." 
Any  NMiini:  eoiiiilry  containing'  only  five  millions  of  people  whose 
(icoiioniic  condil  ion  has  l)ccii  so  disrupted  and  ovcrtuiMUMl  as  Canada's 
hy  i;()liiii'al  and  nn'llioiiaii'e  spoilsmen,  that  a  few  Imndrod  millionaires 
C'onspirin,u'  with  jioliticians  lia\o  taken  to  themselves  at  least  one- 
third  of  the  nelt  wealth  of  the  eonnti-y.  I  say,  any  young  country 
thus  environed  l>y  spoilsmen,  I  teai'  ro(|uircs  a  sti-onger  arm  to  pi'otcct 
it,  than  tln^  inijjotent  ai'm  of  the  Canadian  politician  of  the  last  twenty 
years.  It  seems  to  me  Ihat  the  jK'ople  of  Canada  have  been  vei'y  much 
at  fault  in  not  laying  their  grievances  by  pc^tition  IxMoie  the  llritish 
(lovernment  many  years  ago  and  bc^foi'e  th(>  country  had  been  reduced 
to  a  condilion  hardly  woi'tli  contending  for  as  a  home  foi"  a  self-respc-ct- 
ing  people.  It  is  not  l>y  ae  •  means  too  much  to  say  that  legislation 
and  goveiiinn'iit  in  Canada  )V  many  yeai's  have  been  little  less  than 
a  c()nsj)ii'acy  among  i)oliticians,  millionaires  and  officials  to  desjioil  the 
people  an<l  enrich  themselves,  and  the  success  of  the  conspiracy  lias 
certainly  b;HMi  unprecedented.  Whilst  the  larger  fields  and  larger 
possossions  controlled  by  Dominion  i)oliticians  have  given  greater 
.SCO]);'  to  tJK^  givedy,  unsci'ii|)!ilous  sj)  )ilsmen  connected  with  the  late 
I):)niinir)n  tJovernm;Mit,  what  intelligent,  inde|)endent,  honest  Liberal 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  who  has  watched  the  ti'end  of  political  life 
ill  his  own  Province  can  point  the  finger  of  scorn  at  his  political  op- 
ponent, in  discussing  the  purity  oi'  venality  of  the  political  Wi'o  of 
either  party  in  this  Province. 

For  about  forty  years  aftei'  the  rebellion  of  1SP)7  all  of  the  great 
constitutional  pi'inciples  which  go  to  make  responsible  government, 
and  all  of  which  were  conceded  not  long  aftei'  the  rebellion,  were 
fr'oin  year  to  year,  and  decade  to  decade,  defended,  guarded  and 
perpetuated  by  the  old  heroes  of  liberalism  in  Upj:er  '^'anada,  and  foi' 
a  tew  years  in  Ontario.  The  .MacKenzies,  Pialdw.ns,  Brown,  the 
Blake's  and  other  old  lilierals  guarded  their  principles  with  an  lieioic 
vigilance  and  pei'sistence  worthy  ot  the  men  and  the  cause.  The 
spoilsmen  cut  no  ligure  with  the  old  heroes  of  lil)eralism  in  this 
country. 

How  has  it  been  for  the  last  twenty  yeai's  under  the  leadership 
of  Sir  Oliver  I\I()waf.''  Unhappily  is  it  not  well  known  that  every  one 
of  th(>  pritu'iph^s  advocated  in  the  [ire.ss,  on  the  ])latfoim  and  in 
liarliament,  for  nearly  forty  .\oars  aftei-  the  rebellion,  have  been  from 
time  to  time  violat<'(l  and  cast  aside  by  the  new  bi-ood  of  liberals  in 
Ontario  of  which  Sir  Oliver  Mowat,  until  recently  and  for  ovei' twenty- 
three  years,  was   the   leader  and  chief  incubator.     All  constitutional 
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writers  a*:crce  in  sul)stniK'e  in  statinj;'  that  tli<*  iinli'\)cu<\>  no  ot  j  arlia- 
meiit  is  tlio  very  i;i-oiin(i  work  to  ])iire  and  salV*  l«'p:islai;..:,.  JMcn  like 
tlie  Hon.  Edward  Blake,  tlie  lat(»  Hon.  (Uo.  Iwown  and  otiiers  of 
the  old  liberal  school  considered  it  as  vital  in  carryini;-  out  conolitu- 
tional  j^ovcrninent  in  the  i)rovinces.  'J'iic  now  l»rood  of  liherals,  how 
ever,  have  violated  this  prin('ij)le  hundi'eds  of  rimos,  most  notably,  by 
the  appointing  members  of  parliament  t<»  positions  in  the  fiU't  of  the 
government.  Every  sheritt",  registrai-  oi-  clerk  so  aj»j)ointed  is  a  airect 
blow  to  responsible  government.  In  this  utilitarian  age  1  ask,  is  a 
member  of  parliament  likely  to  vote  against  any  measure,  how<n'er 
bad,  if  introduced  by  the  government  from  wliom  he  is  ex})ccting  a 
life  appointment  to  a  lucrative  position.  For  twenty  years  tlu;  office 
in  sight  has  been  made  a  standing  l)ribe  foi*  support  by  the  Mowat 
government.  What  greater  or  more  comjiletc  violation  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  parliament  could  there  beV  The  man  who  affirms  to  the 
contrary  is  certainly  not  less,  although  lie  may  bo  a  good  deal  more 
than  a  political  hypocrite. 

Have  the  true  Liberals  of  this  Province  with  the  lives  of  the 
great  exemplars  of  Liberalisiu,  Baldwin,  iirownand  lilake  before  them, 
so  soon  forgotten  that  the  luost  disgraceful  and  inexcusable  act  of 
Nepotism  ever  practised  in  Ontario,  was  only  a  few  years  ago,  when 
the  government  of  Ontario  and  Sir  Oliver  ^lowat  the  Premier  of  that 
government,  appointed  Sir  Oliver's  son  to  the  .Shrievalty  of  Toronto, 
and  thus  by  Sir  Oliver's  example  leaving  the  door  wide  open  for  every 
other  luember  of  the  government,  and  evoj-y  memljoj- of  parliament 
supporting  the  government,  securing  im)>ortaiit  j^ositions  for  their 
relatives,  however  incompetent  and  undeseivin,r.  No  wonder  Sii- 
Oliver  is  so  immensely  popular  with  the  sjjoij.smen,  after  establishing 
such  a  i)re(iedent.  How  can  the  membei's  of  a  Legislature  and  minis- 
ters of  the  Crown,  upon  whom  all  State  matters  de|)end,  be  expected  to 
be,  or  1)3  men  capable  of  discharging  inii)ortant  duties  and  trusts  under 
Responsible  (Jovernment,  if  the  two  most  important  of  its  supports  be 
by  them  cast  aside,  and  a  (h^sii-e  for  otfice  an(l  the  spoils  of  office,  mad(^ 
the  mainsi)ring  and  motive  of  political  action. 

This  new  brood  of  Liberals  have  been  guilty  of  not  only  violating 
the  independence  of  Parliament  hundre(ls  of  times  and  practi-ing 
Nepotism  as  long  as  even  one  relative  was  |eff  unju-ovidcd  for  out  of 
the  public  fiiiuls,  but  have  they  not  within  the  hist  few  years  mor'(> 
than  once  endeavored  to  supi)ress  Free  Speeeli,  which  is  certainly  a 
very  important  supi)ort  to  Responsible  (Joveriiiriout.  In  short,  have 
they  not  within  the  last  ton  years  cast  aside  every  support  to  Resjion- 
sible   Oovernment  until  now  it  is  apparently  eonsidered  by  them,    but 
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lilth;  nioiv  lliaii  ;i  iKirliimiciilai  y  phi-asc. 

Till'  ii'iilli  ol'  tlx'  iiiattcr  is,  that  llic  violalioii  of  Liberal  i»riiici])l('s 
lius  'di'cii  cai'iii'd  lo  tiiat  extent  by  the  ]\lo\vat  (iovenimoiit  of  ( )iitario. 
iiiid  the  oje;  lo  'ate  iiave  beeome  so  aceiistonicd  to  it,  yes,  so  hai'deiied 
to  it  and  coi'i'iipit  d  l)y  it.  tiiaf  it  now  li.irdly  excites  comnient.  Tweiity- 
Hvc  lliii'ly.  foi'tv  or  fifty  years  a,<;o,  had  a  I.ibei-ai  r.eader  in  Oiitai'io 
violated  MbfM'al  i)i'ineii)l(>s  as  Sir  Olivei-  Mowat  has  done,  he  would 
hive  foraid  liinisidf  without  a  followin.u'  in  Parliament  within  Iwenty- 
f(,ur  h(<iMs.  and  within  one  week  would  have  l)eon  deiioiincod  as  a 
tiT.ii'w  lo  his  ])arty  and  his  country  from  every  concession  lino  and 
every  side  line  in  every  township,  and  in  every  village,  town  and  city 
in  the  province,  and  driven  IVom  public  life  in  ii;noniiny  and  disurace 
for  (!ver.  One  of  the  worst  and  most  paiidul  featun>s  connected  with 
the  demoralized  condition  of  th(»  electorate  in  Ontario  is  to  bo  found  in 
the  fact  that  the  once  considered  sacred  rii-hts  of  Christianity,  have  so 
to  speak,  In^en  br<  iiiiht  into  I'ocpdsition  and  ])rostitute(l  to  the  basest  pur- 
poses of  a  political  timcvsorver  to  maintain  his  ))olitical  ascendency  in 
detianco  of  the  best  and  noblest  instincts  and  traditions  of  the  Liberal 
party — and  this  is  what  is  termed  statesmanship  by  the  Ontario 
Fit  bora  Is. 

If  the  reader  r(Miuire  any  furthei-  pi'oof  of  the  venality  and  dis- 
honesty of  the  Leaders  of  ( )ntai'io  Lil)eralism  let  him  cast  his  eyes  ovoi* 
the  i)ublic  accounts  of  the  province,  and  add  up  the  tliousands  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  ex))ended  every  year  in  rew^arding  the  ])olitical 
heelers  w  ho  liave  become  n  pai't  and  parcel  of  th<'  party  organization, 
iit  the  public  expense.  Can  it  not  be  fitly  said  that  this  government 
has  been  livin^i;-  and  thriving-  on  the  very  corrui)tion  and  dishonesty 
th(\v  themselves  have  originated  and  engendered. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  Hon.  Edwai'd  Blake  exclaimed  "God 
help  poor  Canada,"  knowing  as  he  did  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
men  dominating  i>olitical  life  in  the  Dominion  and  premier  province  of 
Ontario  :  and  is  ir  any  wonder  that  this  able  and  high-minded  Cana- 
dian l(d't  this  carnival  of  sickening  corruption  and  venality,  and  sought 
the  associations  of  the  high-minde(l  and  honoi-able  men  who  dominate 
all  political  i)arties  in  Croat  Hidtain. 

You  ask,  D(>ar  Reader,  what  has  this  to  ilo  with  the  ''CCMINC 
STRIH  JCLE."  :My  reply  is  that  it  is  one  of  the  kind  of  politicians  I 
have  b(^en  describing  and  theii-  perfidious  acts  that  have  brought  the 
struggle  upon  us.  After  what  I  have  said  in  denunciation  of  corrupt 
and  venal  methods  ami  theotiects  of  which  have  so  long  polluted  politi- 
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cal  lite.  ;ind  i);U';iiyz"(l  oiii'  niosi  iiiiportniil  iiiteicsts,  I  would  coiisidci"  my 
ult(M';iii{'Os  as  more  or  less  devoid  of  jjoiur  wci c  I  to  ])V\UiX  llicm  to  a  close 
witliout  tuiMiiiii:'  my  ;itleiitioii  i«»  oiii'  im>\v  rulers  at  Otta.va.  and  .-iskiiii;- 
wliei'e  tliey  will  bo  found  in  the  preat  stru;u',i:le  helweeii  Ial)or.  inlelli- 
i^'once  and  intellect  on  the  one  side,  and  the  millionaires  and  officials 
who  are  ii;  sympatliy  with  them  on  llie  otliiM'.  After  all.  Ihis  is  the 
real  lssii(>,  howev<'r  much  the  cuiininii'  i)oliticians  and  millionaii-es  may 
see  fit  to  obscure  and  disi^iiise  it.  The  people,  the  masses,  in  Canada 
as  well  as  in  the  United  States,  have  been  l(\uislated  into  tliis  attitude 
by  the  politicians  and  millionaii'cs.  It  is  not  theii' choosini;' :  it  has 
been  foiced  upon  them.  As  I  have  before  stated  both  in  the  I'nited 
States  and  Canada  the  whole  trend  of  lej^islation  has  been  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  wealthy  and  official  classes. 

For  niN'U'ly  a  (piaiaer  of  a  centui-y,  the  sordid,  selfish,  coi'rupt  and 
brutal  side  of  Canadians  has  api)ealed  to.  on  all  occasions,  and  in  tiiis 
manner  has  the  public  mind  been  educated. — The  iTsults  we  know  and 
deplore. — Honesty  and  pui'ity  in  political  life  has  been  ti'ifled  with, 
and  sneered  at  by  the  machine  politicians,  until  now  we  ai'e  broui-ht 
face  to  face  with  a  condition,  that  none  but  the  most  supeificial  can 
contemplate  without  alarm. 

Although  our  foi-ms  and  principles  of  government  differ  in  many 
respects  from  the  Amei'ican's,  the  methods  of  the  politicians  and  mill- 
ionaires and  the  combinations  formed  by  them  are  pi'ecisely  the  same  : 
In  fact,  the  two  most  noted  public  I'obbers  who  have  ever  been  given 
an  opportunity  by  the  i)oliticians  to  despoil  the  people  of  Canada,  had 
their  first  lessons  from  that  notorious  railway  highwayman,  "Jim  Jlill" 
of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  the  plunder  they  have  taken  from  the 
poople  of  Canada  during  the  last  sixteen  years  is  a  pi-etty  good  evidence 
that  they  were  apt  pupils  in  American  methods. 

The  tyrant  ('apitul  has  Ijoeii  a  hard  master  to  the  Canadian  peoiilo  f;enerally. 
How  very  ditTerent  it  niii^ht  have  been  liad  our  rulers  l)cen  true  to  tlieir  country  aiid 
true  to  tlie  |ieoj)le  wliose  guardians  they  were,  instead  of  a  popuhition  of  live  millions 
of  discontented  and  imi)Overislied  people,  and  the  discredit  that  now  attaches  to  tiie 
Canadian  jiolitician,  we  mij^^lit  have  had  a  iiojiulatiou  of  at  least  ten  millions", of 
prosperous  peo]de.  and  statesmen  re.sjiected  in  every  Eurojiean  capital.  The  civiiiza- 
tion.  tliat  has  been  foi'ced  upon  us,  is  one  unworthy  of  a  fre(>  people  and  better 
suited  to  the  subjects  of  a  Despot  or  the  peasants  of  a  concpieriHl  nation  than  the 
descendants  of  those  who  fonj^lil  against  the  tyrant  Stuarts  of  iMif^iand  and  tlie 
Kourbons  of  France. 

Will  our  present  liulers  knowing  our  condition,  and  the  causes  that  lia\e  h^d  to 
it,  rise  ecpxal  to  the  great  emergency  now  staring  them  in  tlie  f.ace,  or  will  the  tyrant 
cai)ital  be  allowed  to  perch  himself  higher  and  higher  in  the  legislative  and  senatorial 
halls  of  our  countiy  until  all  that  is  l)est  and  noblest  in  the  land  be  eithei-  crushed  or 
driven  away. 
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No  rulers  liiivtM'ver  heo'i  calleil  upon  to  deal  witli  a  f;iavei  crisis  I  haii  is  now 
p  •e-jonra  I  totlio  paopleof  Caiiaila.  ami  tiiR  United  States,  and  their  Uulers.  When 
the  late  Lord  MacmUay  predicted  serious  times  in  the  United  .States,  when  its  cities- 
became  )ioi)ulous  and  the  poor  cried  for  hread.  tlie  fact  of  Canadsis  cnntifi;nity 
to  the  IJniteii  States  and  tiie  r*dations  tiiat  sucii  conti^nify  would  hrin^;-  nhout  between 
people  suffering-  under  siinihir  conditions  in  eitlier  country  nniy  have  escaped  him  ; 
in  fact  at  the  time  liie  predictions  were  made  the  causes  that  liave  bred,  int(>nsi(ied 
and  emldttered  our  picsent  conditiojis  wliicli  are  woise  for  ol;vious  lensoiis.  tlian 
those  predicted  by  Macauh\y,  liad  not  arisen.  The  phniderini^  of  tlie  people  by  tJieir 
politicians,  j^overnmeiits  and  oHicials  was  unknown- there  were  no  millionaires  in 
Canada  forty -five  years  a^(j  and  only  an  occasional  one  in  the  United  States.  By 
the  new  methods  of  makin;;  millionaires  by  pul)lic  plunder  in  both  countries  more  lias 
been  accomplished  in  a  short  twenty  years,  by  many  milliomtires  in  (Janada,  in- 
dividually, tlrc.n  several  centuries  have  accoinilii-hed.  by  per.i-('vei  iince.  licnes-t  work. 
and  y;reat  intellectual  power,  all  combined  in  other  countries  ;  in  this  re^jard  tlie 
millionaires  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  occupy  an  luiiiiue  position.  The  con- 
dition of  the  people  is  also  unique,  for  there  are  no  countries,  or  countiy  in  the  world, 
except  the  United  States  and  Canada,  whose  jieople  have  been  reduced  from  plenty  to 
|)0verty  in  twenty  years,  by  the  pei'tidy  of  thejr  rulers.  Cause  and  effect  are 
easily  seen  here.  The  plunderer  and  the  i)lundered  seem  almost  to  meet  in  the  acts, 
which  make  them  millioiuiires  and  pau  ^ers  respectively'.  It  requires  but  little  pene- 
tration, and  no  ^'\h  of  prophecy  to  see  ..  .at  any  p^reat  upheaval  in  the  United  States 
will  be  more  fatal  to  Canada  than  to  the  United  States.  How,  I  ask  will  the  small 
population  of  Canada  protect  themselves  against  the  starving  millions  of  American 
citizens,  (with  many  former  Canadians  among  them),  who  have  been  made  houseless 
and  homeless  by  the  sordid,  greedy  and  brutal  millionaires  of  both  countries. 

There  are  now  five  millions  of  idle  men  in  tlie  United  States  from  about  the  same 
causes  that  there  are  three  hundred  thousand  in  Canada;  when  this  number  doubles, 
as  it  will  in  a  very  few  years,  what  then  ? 

Surely,  the  politicians,  millionaires,  and  officials  in  the  excitement  of  plundering- 
the  people,  couhl  hardly  have  anticipated  the  awful  conseijuences.  Is  it  not  high 
time  that  predictions  founded  on  much  stromrer  grounds  than  Macaulay's  were  taken 
into  very  serious  consideration.  Do  the  jnillionaires  and  officials  still  cry.  on  with 
the  dance V  Are  the  Neroes  still  iiddling?  The  politicians,  millionaires  and 
spoilsmen  of  every  kind  in  both  countries,  have  been  pursuing  tiie  same  Godless 
metho'ls.  which  for  heart lessness.  quite  outstrip  the  methods  that  for  nearly  two 
thousand  years  have  been  condemned  by  every  truly  Christian  Church  and  every 
truly  Christian  man  and  woman  the  world  over,  and  all  others  who  are  not  deaf  to 
the  message  of  the  Meek  and  Lowly  Nazarene,  to  "bear  one  another's  burden's." 
The  voice  of  the  people  which  is  the  voice  of  God  when  crying  for  bread,  even  for  a 
drink  of  cold  water  to  satisfy  the  thirst  of  hunger  has  been  mocked.  Those,  and 
the  descendants  of  those  who  have  borne  the  front  and  the  brunt  of  the  battle  in 
America  havt;  been  plundered  and  robbed  of  their  homes  ;  have  been  in  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  instances  slowly  murdered  by  the  spoilsmen  and  millionaires.  The 
tyrant  capital  of  America  is  never  satisfied.  History,  however,  teaches  us.  that  the 
oppressor  or  tyrant  can  only  have  one  end.  Let  the  millionaire  and  oiWcial  cry, 
'•  On  with  the  dance."  for  even  now  we  are  on  the  eve  of  the  Waterloo    of   America. 

MAY  GOD  DEFEND  THE  JUST. 

Toronto.    (Canada).    1897. 
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